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Sargassum image sourced from Optical Oceanography Laboratory USF.

Click on picture above to access the source image._

last year.

The map above is a satellite image processed to show sargassum

abundance over a 7-day period. Warm colours represent high
sargassum abundance. Sargassum Watch System (SaWS) website:

https://optics.marine.usf.edu/projects/saws.html

Mild

K

Sargassum abundance intensity level

SARGASSUM INFLUX EVENTS WILL BE
MILD TO MODERATE OVER THE NEXT
3+ MONTHS (SEPT-DEC 2020)

e The Eastern Caribbean islands have seen
variable and moderate sargassum influxes
over the third quarter of 2020 in the north,
middle and southern islands. (Click here)

e The level of sargassum arriving has now
decreased considerably.

o However, there is still 319 more sargassum
visible out in the Atlantic than this time

Moderate

(based on image 4 -10 Sept 2020)

CURRENT OUTLOOK (SEPTEMBER DECEMBER 2020)

The islands of the Eastern Caribbean can
expect sargassum influxes over the next 3+
months (red), especially when compared with
the same period in 2019 (grey).
e Northern islands are set to receive mild
to moderate influxes of sargassum until
early October, and should be mild or
clear until mid December when influxes
will increase slightly.

e Middle islands are likely to continue
experiencing moderate influxes through
early October, and will be mild or clear
until mid December when influxes will
increase to moderate levels again.

e Southern islands are likely to continue
experiencing moderate sargassum
influxes to the end of September, and
will be mild or clear until mid November
when influxes will increase to mild
levels.

Sargassum Sub-regional Outlook Bulletin
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https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/125/C20201192020125.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/253/C20202472020253.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/253/C20202472020253.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/253/C20202472020253.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/253/C20202472020253.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tiftjpsb1b4dtqb/SOB%20SOND%202020_Figure%203.png?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/upq64rxlu918rzt/AAAab8ACtTtX9HLFSvRxpvGMa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/upq64rxlu918rzt/AAAab8ACtTtX9HLFSvRxpvGMa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/upq64rxlu918rzt/AAAab8ACtTtX9HLFSvRxpvGMa?dl=0

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE TOURISM SECTOR

e Stakeholders in the tourism industry can expect more-or-
less continuous Mmild to moderate sargassum influxes
until early October in the northern islands. Islands in the
middle and southern part of the island chain will
continue to experience moderate influxes with a peak at
the end of September.

* As the tourism industry begins to reopen gradually under
the COVID-19 pandemic, maintenance crews will likely
be needed to clear beaches and prepare for predicted
sargassum arrivals in December at the start of the winter
tourism season.

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FISHERIES SECTOR

¢ The traditional pelagic fishing season will begin in
November with low sargassum abundance, which could
result in good flyingfish catches at the beginning of the
season.

¢ Low sargassum abundance in Oct-Nov should prevent the
temptation to catch dolphinfish juveniles!

e Fisherfolk will likely need to keep clearing their landing
sites periodically until early October, and then will have an
ease until mid December.

SPOTLIGHT ON SARGASSUM INNOVATION
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The prediction graph below illustrates a comparison of 3+ month forecasts using
a relative index of sargassum from processed satellite images by Saws
(USF/MODIS+) and SAMtool (CLS/Sentinel+).
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USEFUL RESOURCES
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Sargassum Uses Guide: |

A resource for Caribbean researchers,

Anne Desrocher:
Shelly-Ann Cox, Hazel A. Oxenfor
Brigitta van Tussenbroel -

Click on the titles below to download resources
Sargassum Uses Guide: A resource
for Caribbean researchers,
entrepreneurs and policy makers
(Draft working_copy available here)

SARGASSUM
INFORMATION HUB -

ssum in the Tropicg) Atlantic

Information about S:

Project SargAdapt Webpage.
LATEST PUBLICATIONS

Click on the titles below to access articles

Improving transport predictions of
pelagic Sargassum. (Putman et al. 2020)

A minimal Maxey-Riley model for the drift
of Sargassum rafts. (Beron-Vera and Miron
2020)

Clustering of marine-debris-

and Sargassume-like drifters explained by
inertial particle dynamics. (Miron et al.
2020)

Automatic Extraction of Sargassum
Features From Sentinel-2 MSI Images.
(Wang and Hu 2020)

Temporal changes in the composition
and biomass of beached pelagic
Sargassum species in the Mexican
Caribbean. (Garcia-Sanchez et al. 2020)

How do you deal with 9m tonnes of
suffocating seaweed? (Guardian)

Pelagic Sargassum spp. capture CO2 and
produce calcite. (Paraguay-Delgado et al.
2020)

SUBSCRIBE TO SARGNET
LISTSERV (CLICK HERE)

Acknowledgement: The development of this information product has benefited from the generous support of the Food and Agriculture (FAO) / Global Environment Fund (GEF) project 'Climate Change Adaption in the Eastern Caribbean Fisheries Sector'
(CC4FISH), and the Caribbean Biodiversity Fund (CBF) project ‘Adapting to a new reality: managing responses to influxes of sargassum seaweed in the Eastern Caribbean (SargAdapt), co-financed by the International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the German
Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety through KfW. Disclaimer: The information bulletin is meant to provide a general outlook of current sargassum abundance and the likelihood of future sargassum influx events for the
Eastern Caribbean. By no means should it be used for commercial purpose, or for predicting the arrival of an influx event for a specific location or beach. We make no warranties, either expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability or
suitability of said information. The bulletin may be freely used and distributed by the public with appropriate acknowledgement of its source but shall not be modified in content and then presented as original material. We take no responsibility for improper use or
interpretation of the bulletin.
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