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SARGASSUM INFLUX EVENTS WILL BE

MILD TO MODERATE OVER THE NEXT 

3+ MONTHS (SEPT-DEC 2020)

CURRENT OUTLOOK (SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2020)

SARGASSUM
S U B - R E G I O N A L  O U T L O O K  B U L L E T I N

Sargassum image sourced from Optical Oceanography Laboratory USF. 
Click on picture above to access the source image. 

Sargassum abundance intensity level 
(based on image 4 -10 Sept 2020)

Northern islands are set to receive mild

to moderate influxes of sargassum until

early October, and should be mild or

clear until mid December when influxes

will increase slightly. 

Middle islands are likely to continue

experiencing moderate influxes through

early October, and will be mild or clear

until mid December when influxes will

increase to moderate levels again.

Southern islands are likely to continue

experiencing moderate sargassum

influxes to the end of September, and

will be mild or clear until mid November

when influxes will increase to mild

levels. 

                                    

The map above is a satellite image processed to show sargassum

abundance over a 7-day period. Warm colours represent high

sargassum abundance. Sargassum Watch System (SaWS) website:

https://optics.marine.usf.edu/projects/saws.html
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The islands of the Eastern Caribbean can

expect sargassum influxes over the next 3+

months (red), especially when compared with

the same period in 2019 (grey). 

The Eastern Caribbean islands have seen
variable and moderate sargassum influxes
over the third quarter of 2020 in the north,
middle and southern islands.

The level of sargassum arriving has now
decreased considerably.

However, there is still 31% more sargassum
visible out in the Atlantic than this time
last year.

 

(Click here)
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EXPERIM
ENTAL P

RODUCT

Stakeholders in the tourism industry can expect more-or-

less continuous mild to moderate sargassum influxes

until early October in the northern islands. Islands in the

middle and southern part of the island chain will

continue to experience moderate influxes with a peak at

the end of September.

As the tourism industry begins to reopen gradually under

the COVID-19 pandemic, maintenance crews will  likely

be needed to clear beaches and prepare for predicted

sargassum arrivals in December at the start of the winter

tourism season. 

The traditional pelagic fishing season will begin in

November with low sargassum abundance, which could

result in good flyingfish catches at the beginning of the

season. 

Low sargassum abundance in Oct-Nov should prevent the

temptation to catch dolphinfish juveniles!

Fisherfolk will likely need to keep clearing their landing

sites periodically until early October, and then will have an

ease until mid December.

 

LATEST PUBLICATIONS

SPOTLIGHT ON SARGASSUM INNOVATION

Sargassum

Detection and

Monitoring with

SAMtool. 

Click here for

more info.

Click on the titles below to access articles

USEFUL RESOURCESIMPLICATIONS FOR THE TOURISM SECTOR
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IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FISHERIES SECTOR

Clustering of marine-debris-

and Sargassum-like drifters explained by

inertial particle dynamics. (Miron et al.

2020)

SUBSCRIBE TO SARGNET

LISTSERV (CLICK HERE)

Click on the titles below to download resources

Temporal changes in the composition

and biomass of beached pelagic

Sargassum species in the Mexican

Caribbean. (García-Sanchez et al. 2020)

Pelagic Sargassum spp. capture CO2 and

produce calcite. (Paraguay-Delgado et al.

2020)

Improving transport predictions of

pelagic Sargassum. (Putman et al. 2020)

How do you deal with 9m tonnes of

suffocating seaweed? (Guardian)

A minimal Maxey–Riley model for the drift

of Sargassum rafts. (Beron-Vera and Miron

2020)

Visit the Sargassum Information Hub

The forecast is a bit

different between the

two products because

the high resolution

Sentinel+ images are

better able to detect

sargassum in the

cloudy equatorial

region.

The Sentinel+ product

shows influxes through

to the end of October,

and in the southern

islands, a peak at the

end of December that

is not detected by the

MODIS+ product.  

The prediction graph below illustrates a comparison of 3+ month forecasts using
a relative index of sargassum from processed satellite images by SaWS
(USF/MODIS+) and SAMtool (CLS/Sentinel+). 
 

Automatic Extraction of Sargassum

Features From Sentinel-2 MSI Images.

(Wang and Hu 2020)

Sargassum Uses Guide: A resource
for Caribbean researchers,
entrepreneurs and policy makers 
(Draft working copy available here)

Project SargAdapt Webpage.

https://datastore.cls.fr/products/sargassum/
https://sargassumhub.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/titv8zuqhvnp3k8/SOB%20SOND%202020_Figure%205.png?dl=0
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https://arxiv.org/pdf/2007.07412.pdf
https://listserv.fiu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=SARGNET&A=1
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/342598887_Temporal_changes_in_the_composition_and_biomass_of_beached_pelagic_Sargassum_species_in_the_Mexican_Caribbean
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11356-020-08969-w
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022098120300125?dgcid=rss_sd_all
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/30/how-do-you-deal-with-9m-tonnes-of-suffocating-seaweed-aoe
https://arxiv.org/abs/2003.03339
https://sargassumhub.org/
https://optics.marine.usf.edu/~hu/scratch/tmp12/Wang_Hu_2020_Automatic_Sargassum_Extraction_Sentinel-2_MSI.pdf
http://bit.ly/SargUsesGuide
http://bit.ly/SargUsesGuide
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https://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/cermes/projects/sargassum/sargadapt.aspx

