












Biggest Algae bloom
world wide

Great Atlantic
Sargassum Belt



Tourism

Tourists who visited the
Mexican Caribbean

between May and July
had been upset by the

Sargassum
accumulation

93 % 



Economic impacts

Caribbean losses

estimated annually   

>$100 
million USD

(The Guardian, 2024).



Fisheries

Ghanaians work
in fisheries

sector.

Damage to fishing
gear was reported in

the fisheries value
chain

  

10%
98%



Public Health Risk 

Neurogical disorders
Respiratory disorders

Digestive disorders

Central sleep apnea

Skin irritation



Collecting Sargassum

Fraga, J. & Robledo, D. (2022)

Sargassum collectors
work from

9 to 14hrs a day
collecting from 4-5

tons/person/day
(Mexico) 





Too technical! 
No prediction!

1000 USD a
month!

Only long
term !

Low resolution!

No current data!!!

Geographically

limited!





40,000 users per year

Most users from academia



Great Atlantic
Sargassum Belt

SARGo! TEAM



How we did it?

Survey Needs Hackathon

Solutions Prototype



Languages

78 

4 
Respondents

 

“I n
eed local in

form
atio

n”

60%

“I need information in my language”

45%

“The information that exists is too general”



Fishery sector Tourism Coastal 
Managers

NGOs ResearchersPolicy makers

When can I go
Fishing?
Quantities arriving

Where can I go to
swim?

Plan the removal
Prediction for the
year

Plan the removal
Prediction for the
year

Plan the removal
Prediction for the
year

Open access to
data

 What people want to know!



SARG'COMM
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